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While specific embodiments of the invention have been programming, and for automatically selecting a tem- 

described in detail, it will be appreciated by those skilled in poral organization for said selected media assets, said 

the art that various modifications and alternatives to those temporal organization not being dictated by said 

details could be developed in light of the overall teachings selected information; and 

of the disclosure. Accordingly, the particular arrangements 5 assembling means for assembling said media elements 

of the system and method disclosed are meant to be illus- into media programming. 

trativc only and not limiting to the scope of the invention, 12. The system of claim 11, wherein said media elements 

which is to be given the full breadth of the following claims, are audiovisual clips, and said media programming is an 

and any and all embodiments thereof. w audiovisual program 

What is claimed is: 10 1*"* system of claim 12, wherein said media elements 

I. A method of creating media programming, comprising «J Jffl g ^L™™™" ™ 
e s eps o . n system of claim 11, wherein said selected infor- 
maintaining a database containing selected information mation comprises content information relating to said media 

about each of a plurality of media elements; assets. 

automatically selecting a plurality of said media elements 15 15. The system of claim 11, wherein said selected infor- 

in response to a request for media programming, and mation comprises a plurality of tags associated with each of 

automatically selecting a temporal organization for said said media elements, at least one of said tags being a content 

selected media elements, said temporal organization &g containing information relating to content of said media 

not being dictated by said selected information; and element, and at least one of said tags being a control tag 
. * . .20 containing information other than content information. 

assembling said media elements into media programming. 16 The * tem of claim 15j wherein ^ media element 

|a 2. The method of claim 1, wherein said media elements fa aQ audiovisual clip( ^ at least one of said control tags 

H are audiovisual clips, and said media programming is an contams information indicating permitted transition points 

S audiovisual program. m ^ audiovisual clip. 

Q 3. The method of claim 1, wherein said media elements ^ 17. The system of claim 16, wherein at least one of said 

I J) are still photographs, and said media programming com- control tags contains a luminance range for a portion of said 

V{ prises a series of said still photographs. audiovisual clip. 

.^j 4. The method of claim 1, wherein said selected infor- 18. The system of claim 15, wherein said selecting means 

iral mation comprises content information relating to said media further comprises means for selecting two elements based on 

jp assets. jo said request, means for selecting a temporal order for said 

I .i 5. The method of claim 1, wherein said selected infor- two selected elements, means for determining based on 

;s * f mation comprises a plurality of tags associated with each of information in said control tags whether said two elements 

« said media elements, at least one of said tags being a content may be assembled in the selected temporal order, means for 

Q tag containing information relating to content of said media deselecting at least one of said two elements if said two 

eSj element, and at least one of said tags being a control tag 35 elements are not permitted to be assembled in the selected 

containing information other than content information. temporal order. 

Ill 6. The method of claim 5, wherein said media element in 19. The system of claim 15, wherein said selecting means 

j H\ an audiovisual clip, and at least one of said control tags further comprises means for selecting two elements based on 

jSj contains information indicating permitted transition points said request, for selecting a temporal order for said two 

|ff in said audiovisual clip. ^ elements, and for selecting transitions for said two elements 

R| 7. The method of claim 6, wherein at least one of said based on transition information associated with each of said 

control tags contains a luminance range for a portion of said elemeots and transition rules. 

audiovisual clip. 20. The system of claim 11, further comprising means for 

8. The method of claim 5, wherein said step of selecting obtaining demographic information concerning an intended 
further comprises selecting two elements based on said 45 viewer of the programming, said selecting means being 
request, selecting a temporal order for said two elements, adapted to employ said demographic information. 

and determining based on information in said control tags 21. The system of claim 11, wherein said selection means 

whether said two elements may be assembled in the selected comprises means for selecting fewer than all of said media 

temporal order, and, if not, deselecting at least one of said elements responsive to said request, 

two elements. 50 22. The system of claim 11, wherein said selection means 

9. The method of claim 5, wherein said step of selecting prevents a user from selecting or ordering said media 
further comprises selecting two elements based on said elements. 

request, selecting a temporal order for said two elements, 23. A method for verifying viewing and comprehension of 

and selecting transitions for said two elements based on a unique media program, comprising the steps of: 

transition information associated with each of said elements 55 providing in a unique media program a unique sequence 

and transition rules. of cues . m <\ 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of receiving from a viewer of said unique media program 
obtaining demographic information concerning an intended information relative to said cues; and 

view of a the programming prior to said step of selecting comparing said received information to 'said sequence of 

and employing said demographic information in said step of ^ 

selecting. 24. The method of claim 23, wherein said step of pro- 

II. A system of creating media programming from a viding a uaique ^ qutncc of cues compris e S prov iding a 
library of media assets, comprising: unique scqucrlcc of visual cues m an aud iovisual program. 

a database containing selected information about each of 25. The method of claim 23, wherein said cues comprise 

said media assets; 65 alphanumeric information. 

selection means for automatically selecting a plurality of 26. 1 ne method of claim 23, wherein said visual cues 

said media assets in response to a request for media comprise icons. 
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27. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step 35. The method of claim 34, wherein said information 
of providing means for a viewer to transmit said informa- comprises an earliest permitted transition point, a default 
tion. transition point, and a latest permitted transition point 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein said step of pro- 36. A system for creating audiovisual programming from 
viding comprises incorporating with programming media a 5 a plurality of stored audiovisual media elements, compris- 
printed document to be completed and returned by a viewer. fj,g- 

29. The method of claim 23, wherein said step of receiv- ^ fw automalical | x]fxli ^ a datahase „,„. 
mg tnformauon composes recemng information via tele- information concerning said audiovisual media 
phone communications. . A ... c t. . . , 

30. A method of creating audiovisual programming from to el <T nts a plurah.y of sa,d audiovisual media elements 
a plurality of stored audiovLal media elements, comprising and aummancally des.gnat.ng a temporal sequence for 
the steps of' said selected audiovisual media elements, and 

automatically selecting from a database containing infor- mcans for selecting automatically transitions for each of 

mation concerning said audiovisual media elements a said audiovisual media elements, 

plurality of said audiovisual media elements and auto- 15 37. The system of claim 36, wherein said means for 

matically designating a temporal sequence for said automatically selecting transitions comprises means for 

selected audiovisual media elements, selecting transitions independently for a video portion of 

selecting automatically transitions for each of said audio- said element and for an audio portion of said element, 

visual media elements. 38. The system of claim 36, wherein said transitions are 

31. The method of claim 30, wherein said step of auto- 20 selected based on information relating to permitted transi- 
matically selecting transitions comprises selecting transi- tions associated with each of said elements. 

{« tions independently for a video portion of said element and 39. The system of claim 36, wherein said transitions 

Q for an audio portion of said element. comprise fade out of a video portion of said element. 

j-ssj 32. The method of claim 30, wherein said transitions are 40. The system of claim 36, wherein said information 

l f* selected based on information relating to permitted transi- 25 comprises a range of permitted transition points at the 

PI lions associated with each of said elements. beginning and end of a plurality of said elements. 

%\ 33. ITie method of claim 30, wherein said transitions 41. The system of claim 40, wherein said information 

;s4 comprise fade out of a video portion of said element. comprises an earliest permitted transition point, a default 

*** 34. The method of claim 30, wherein said information transition point, and a latest permitted transition point. 

Q comprises a range of permitted transition points at the 30 

Id beginning and end of a plurality of said elements. * ♦ * * * 



